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HelloMH^ 

SUSI (Ici^ Hl?L 'IC'! ^ HI cl ct\Hd<d.l (HRd. ci^ 

(HIOL IS - oi^Sl ?LL?ld ^Hdolrl) dl <^d OL^ldL (ct^ Ol^ld^ / Census) 

oU 0£ iHltf BA, LLB, glRl Uk-tl Mcdl. 

Some days back, I found a Government Report called Census of India 1911, Volume XVI, 
Baroda, published by Govind Desai, BA LLB, Superintendent of Census Operation, Baroda 
State. 


^LC-Ldl 0J<^?ld Hi, rl HHd^l U^^r(le0.<4 OiCHS, (^HI^hI <^dl HCh 

This report gives insights about the then situation prevailing in the present Gujarat. 


iUpi^u, eyniH chip Hi ^sui ui^l hlI^cR miXcd d, 

i 4 i mil 

The report contains brief and precise information about Pirana, Mumna and Pir. The 
relevant pages have been attached with this email. 

diU HH Hli^rO.^ HHH^ / Information \A/orth noting is mentioned belo\A/ 
T. td? HIH tde ^dl (Plc^?l(Hlty 6d<4 ^H 

dig c^Gl S) 
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1. Pir Imam Shah was an Ismaili Sayyed (Niteshbhai and his team says he was a Brahmin - a 
blatant false statement) 

www.realpatidar.com mail@realpatidar.com 

S13Lc 4 5tL(rl <d.L ctec-iLci2tL 

2. Many Hindus from Kanbi community were converted by Pir Imam Shah 

3 . ■lO.? HIH 41 UlHs liMSl 

3. Pir Imam Shah's religious books are different. 

4. Mumna's perfrom circumcision. 

U. ttl? tHci^lc). 

5. Murids have to consume left over food of Pir 

clHRL ?X^ 

Hope this email has helped you improve your knowledge. 

https://archive.org/details/Series20-GovernmentRecordsOnPiranaMumnaAndPir 
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CENSUS OF INDIA, 


1911. 
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VOLUME XVI. 


BARODA. 



6. 

U4 UlOldl? CHlsl 
CHfUrd Hi §dl 


l-’ART I. 

A' EPORT. 

■i ■>! ] V( '-'p' , ■ ' ' 

RAO BAHADUR 

QOVINDBHAI H. DESAI, B.A., LL.B., 


Sl.^»^:RINTK^UI■^■T OP CENSUS OPERATIONS. 
B\POPA state. 



JBombap: 

PRINTEP AT THK 't-imks PRESS 
191 1. 

Price — Indian, Rs. 5 ; Enj^iis/i, 6 s. ^ 0 . 


^ ciuid dl d^Sl 

dl W 

Ol^ldl 

dil?l ddicla 
eMlcl'y 





Times Press 

Hi yiilC'i S 
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OILVITKl; IV— iJKI.ltiluN. 




ilio Snimis. The .'^hialiM ilo ii"i l;oli<‘Vc in .saim.'*, aiul I'ollow ilie prccejas ol' ilie 
i.welvr instead of ilie four Iniauis. They claim lor their liead doctor.s in 1‘ersia, 
tli(' Mujiahidii or religious snjieriors, the jiOAver of altering the s|)irilual and 
temporal law ; the Sunnis say iliai ihe time for change ceased with four Imams — 
Sliafai, Aim Ilanilkh, Malik and llainhal. In practice some secis of Shiahs 
differ from Snnnis, chiefly by conntiug the mouth from the fading of the old 
moon and not as the Snnnis ilo from the shining of the new moon. They pray 
thrice instead of live times a ilay,and iu praying hold their hands open by their 
sides instead of folding them below the Itreast. Except these and a few other 
part iculars^ the beliefs and customs of the rival sects arc the same. 


tyniH 4 

UlHs 

& 



2od. A peculiar sect called Piratia has its followers both among the Hi; 

and ilnsulmans. h has got its name from the 
irana ec . ^ mjiej. south-east of Ahmedabad^ It is 

said that Imam Shah, a Shiah Ismalia Saivad, converted many Hindus of the 
Kanbi caste early in the IGth ceutnry l»v showing them ilie miraculous |>()wcrs 
of his faith. « Inc si.*ry is to the effect that bringing rain after two s.>asone oi 
.scarcity, Imam Shah was able to convert a large body of Hindu cultivators . An- 
nihor story is that a hand of Hindu pilgrims, while luissiug by rirana «»n^^oii 
way to Ijcuares, wore told by luiaai Sliali tliat, if they would carefully lisictNto 
his doctrines, they would visit Heimres without the trouble of going there. Som^ 
of the pilgrims paid no attention to what he .said and went to Jlcnares. Others, 
wh" trusted in Imam Shah, saw in a trice Hi nares, bathed in the (laiiges and 
paid their vow.<. .Vstoiiished widi this miracle, they adojitod Imam Shah as their 
spiritual head. Ihose who wore actually converted came to he known as Momtta 
from iHomin. belie.vcrs, wliilc those not actually converted but followiug a hall- 
Hindu and half-.Mu.salman laith came to be known as Malin from umf, opinion. Aii- 
otlier group of half-converted Hindus came to be known as Shai/. h «)r SIiiMda. 
The Momnas, Maiias and Shaikhs call ihemselves Pirana ratuhis , i c., followers 
of the Tirana sect. TJiev read linaui Sliah’s book of religiotts rules in which 
I the Atharva Veda is also inentioned; and as a prayer repeat their saint’s name. All 
bury their dead aud the .Moinnas also Derfonn ciroiimcision. They kec]) Ram- 
zan fast and observe as holj^ys the imu or saint’s day. Besides Mttsalman holi- 
aIhvs, they observe lluj^Htndn holidays ot Holi, Akhatrij, Divaso, Balev aud Hivuli. 
During the last^Wfty or forty years, there lias been a tendency among the Maiias 
and ShaiJ>i*<1o revert to Hinduism. In addition to the Musalmau HiLn ccre- 
mw call a Brahman aud go through the Hindu marriage ceremony. A 
{^lauaudi Sadhu, named Nirmaldas, prcaclied to the Matias in 1880 that they 
were originally Kanbis and should abandon their Musalmau practices. vSince then 
.some calling themselves \’aishuav ^latias, sejiarated themselves Irom the rt'si 
who were known as Pirana Matias. In tlie Census of 1001, 137 Matia.s returned 
themselves as Hindus and 251 as Miisalmans. In the present Ucnsus,all (401) the 
Matias have returned themselves as Hindus. No Hindu Shaikhs were rr- 
uirued in 1001. On the present occasion, 51 have returned ihemselves as Hindus. 
Shaikhs who have abandoned the Tirana sect make Hindu brow-marks and 
follow the Swamiiiarayaii sect. 

In addition to the Momnas, Shaikhs and Maiias, many Rabaris, Sonis ami 
Vanias, while worshipping their Hindu gods atid cojiiiuuiug as Hindus, worship 
the l‘irana saints, and call themselves Pirana Panthis. in 1001, tliey were not 
4listinguishod from the Musalmans and 3,655 persons iu all were returned as 
.Musalmau followers of the Pirana sect. In the present Census, 3.630 Hindus and 
only 2,102 Musalmans have returned themselves as followers of this sect. 


255. In addition to the Mnjatcar (beadle) and the Mutavalh (mosiptc- 
guardiau), Mnlla (the priest), Khaiib (jtreachcr), 
Priests. Molvi (doctor of divinity) and Kazi (civil judge) 

are cntrusie<l with rtdigioiis duties. Of these the Mnlla is the lowest. His 
duties an' calling to juayers five limes a day, acting as Imam or leader of the 
jnaycr, and where there is no Miijawar, keeping the mosque clean. Besides 
these diiiies, a Mtilla ads as a schoolmaster and dealer in charms. He oficn 
iloes not niiilcrslaml the Koran, but he. can read it and teach his pupils to spell 
tliroiigli it. .\s a dealer in charms, he writes verses of the Koran to be bound 


S^iod ?ll(A cTiL 

tJHlH 
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r;rj.\i;AT mi'h.uiaiad.v.ns. 


rouiul ilu‘ arm, or hung on i.hu ne k, i" ward off or ciim disoa ^- s or lo waid olf 
evil iipirits or tho iiiflmmce of ilie evil <-vc and droai.e. For fi ver, ho -iv' s 
a hlack siring with len or lifioon knots to bo worn round ho uo<‘k. Somi-nnieK 
ho roads verses from the Koran, breathes ihom on a jar of watoi and iiivos 
the water for iho patient lo drink. For bad eyes, In ..i\ s an amiilei 
The i/o/yi is generally iniolligenl and well-road. On ■•■•nain oivasions, In proa- 
chos in jirivate dwellings a sermon (/cua:), on the text < ! a voi^e from tho Koran. 
Sometimes he knows the whole Koran by hoan and lia.-^ i;io title ol Haii/. jdaood 
before liis name. A .Mol\ i, who follows the profes> m ol a spiritual :.iiide, 
spends several moiiihs of the year in louring in the villages where hi.s folh.wi rs 
live. He lakes tip his 'juartors in the niosipie or with ilu* riolu st of his dis- 
ciples. Here he preaoln s, leaohes and visits iroiu hens' to house, presoribing 
for those who an* sick. .Vs a eurer of diseases, he, like tht Miilla, writ' s text 
from the Koran to be used as a oharm in amulets For a sick iiatieni, ht gives 
a knotted string net'kla-e or writes a charm in saon d . hara iers on papor or 
with saffron-water on a ohina plate. Tiu* ink or saffroD s waslmd ofii and iho 
water is drunk. 


Kxoepi in towns, whore tho l,azi or judge duos tho dtiyv on Fridays and fast 
days, the sermon. Lhnth w, is road hy the h-hatih or - loacher. The • niee is 
hereditary, and the holder of it follows >ome calling or i . u(bs>ion. 



>o;ne ywri'o/a//.'; have followers only in a low villaL some m all pa.i- of 
( Itiiarai. and some not only ill t bijar.it, hill in plaoos far disiani lik<? .Vlaniitiiis 
and Xaial. in Ihirma and in Sinoapur. Wh' ii a jiinw <d dies, his n. ns di>- 
irihiito a iiong ih'‘msi'lv->> their father's p'-upl--. ,i>signii L to < a' h son, a • ria'ii 
number of housrl.oiils. F sonioiimes happms linii for a so.m ofiiioiu-y mj- oil;.-i 
o.-nsideraiion one mak*'s iUcr to anoilier lit* ^ ofitiial ohaig'' .m o iln- 

in OHIO derived from a .■ortain nnmher ol I’aniilies. 


'2b7. Mnsalnians have i hroo kinds of religious hiiihlings : nHi.yvh'V u 

^ id>/hu where id t'r festival nravei'- ari* sH'ii and 

Kclii,ious ui inKS. nr jirivaio mourning ohapols for ''hialis. 

There are many old nu''<|nes hut lew imw ones are built, owing niainlv to wain 
of funds. To moot the oosi ..f repairs lighting, mttzaxar's pay, oi,-.. m.isi 
inos [lies have some <mall end 'Wnn'iils, the rout of latuls, honsov nr »hojiv. I lie..(‘ 
funds are entrusit-d to a Ibw ni.'ii of laiiiily and pc^sitioii, kip-wn as Muf'tmlll. 
Ifi.horeisno ond<»wmoni. the 'diargt's are met hy oi ■gi-i'paiion Iho Idgali 
used oiilv by 'siinnis is gonorally hiiili, outside of a '< wn. It (•onsi..i- oi n 
oavonioiii of siniie or o(Uiioni raised lliivo »»r four for above the lev.-! n! iln- 
• o-onnd. Along iho we^t la'-ing oast i^ a \rall with a -’nail tmioi m .‘a h eii'l. 
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